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Jolom Sini (Kharia Writing System) :
An Introduction

Kharia Language

- The first decoding of the mysteries of creation.

- A wonderful collection of sounds found in nature.

- The life force of musicality in life.

- A collective practice of dialogue, communication, and
sharing.

- A historical heritage of ancestral knowledge traditions
and experiences.

- A dynamic leader of culture, philosophy, and faith.

- The existential awareness of being a vibrant

community.

And the Kharia Script?

- A collective resolve and proclamation that we were, we

are, and we will be.

Why the need for a script?

In ancient times, there was no need for a script. The entire
clan lived together, and they didn't need any other technology for
their communication and sharing. Their work was done with ease

through verbal and physical gestures, special signs and sounds, and
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some permanent and temporary measures.

With the socio-economic intrusion of the outside world, this
situation began to change by the twentieth century. The spread of
education and the system imposed by the outside world trapped the
ancestors in a web of leases. Although they fought hard against it,
the British, with the help of native moneylenders and landlords,
forced us to accept the external culture of literacy through religion,
deceit, and terrible violence. However, neither the British nor the
Indian Constitution accepted Adivasi (First Nations) languages. They
separated us from our own languages by putting obstacles of written

literature, grammar, and script.

The need and importance of script are divided into many
dimensions. It is not only a medium of personal and social
communication but also a tool for the compilation and preservation
of knowledge, culture, and civilization. Without it, the development
and progress of human society would not be possible. The
importance of script is as much in today's digital age as it was in
ancient times because it is the most effective medium for the

permanent documentation of human thoughts and emotions.

Like other First Nation communities, the Kharia people also
took the initiative to overcome this obstacle. They created literature,
wrote grammar, preserved oral ancestral knowledge traditions,
documented them, and also created scripts. At the beginning of the
twentieth century, Nuas Kerketta created the first Kharia script. A
resident of Taraboga in Biru Pargana, Karlus Dungdung also came up
with a new script. In the 1981, a script was created by Birmitrapur
MLA Junas Bilung. Ambrus Soreng is also one of the script creators.

The recent name among the script creators is Christopher
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Dungdung. In 2020, he created a new script called 'Kalga Lungtoy’,
which was accepted in a meeting held in Ranchi on July 16, 2023. And
now in 2024, we, on behalf of the Pyara Kerketta Foundation, are

presenting you with another new Kharia script, 'Jolom Sini'.

Jolom Sini

‘Jolom' means painting, and 'Sini' is used for a plow. The
script presents language and sounds in a new form. painting also
gives the house a new beauty and a new 'look’. Without 'Sini', it would
not have been possible to write easily on earth. By plowing, the
Kharia people were called farmers and grew food for their livelihood.
In this way, both words are carriers of the original Kharia culture
and provide a special context to the meaning of 'script’ and writing,
With script, we also cultivate words and produce the precious 'food'

of dialogue, communication, and sharing.

Another reason for naming it 'Jolom Sini' is the unity of the
Adivasis. The Santals named their script Olchiki the Ho people
named it Warang Chiti and the Oraons named their script 7olong
Sikii 'Jolom Sini' carries forward this rhythm of scripts and

strengthens Adivasi unity.

The shape, form, and use of 'Jolom Sini’

This Kharia script is very easy. It has been created according
to Kharia life traditions and culture. Its shapes will reflect many

elements of Kharia culture, such as mother, Human, Basali cow,

~ ~
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elephant, trees and plants, animals and birds, musical instruments,
and the characteristic Kharia tattoo. All its letters can be easily

memorized and written.

Kharia Font 'Konjoga'

The first font of the Jolom Sini' script, 'Konjoga' version 01,
is ready, a glimpse of which you can see in this introductory booklet.
This script has been created according to the Devanagari keyboard.
This means that anyone who types in Devanagari or Roman on a
mobile, tab, iPad, laptop, or computer can write in this script blindly
in the same way. There is no need to learn a separate keyboard or
any special training to learn and type this script. It's very easy. Just
install the font on your device and start writing. Once the Kharia
Unicode font is available, you won't even have to install it. Then you
will be able to easily write in your Kharia script 'Jolom Sini' anywhere

in the world, just like Mangal Unicode.

We need your support

The Pyara Kerketta Foundation appeals to all of you that
'script’ is a necessary tool in the digital world. Even the smallest
languages around the world are gearing up to save their linguistic
and cultural existence through scripts. Many Adivasi scripts are
present on Google with Unicode fonts. 'Jolom Sini' is a strong step
towards saving, preserving, and advancing the Kharia knowledge
tradition and linguistic ability. Through this script, the foundation

salutes the efforts of all those Kharia scholars who have created
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Kharia scripts from time to time.

Let us all unite to realize their dreams. Adopt Jolom Sini".
Send your feedback, criticisms, and suggestions so that it can truly

become a practical script for the Kharia society.

From August 9, 2024, the first font of the Jolom Sini' Kharia
script, 'Konjoga' version 01, will be available on the foundation's
website www.jolomsinikharia.org with keyboard map, Kharia
primer, and all other necessary information, which you can
download and use. After using it, please send us your suggestions for
the shortcomings in the script and font so that it can be made even

more beautiful. We will be waiting for your feedback and affection.

Jai Johar. Jai Kharia. Jai Adivasi.

with warm regards

Vandna Tete
Pyara Kerketta Foundation
Ranchi-Simdega (Jharkhand)

~ ~

ele mat (6fag fefs) || 14



Gael glele

Ffean wi (@fgar qufarer)
©29) | T | &R
3 3 H s 3 E7
2 2 & & ? 5
T v El| 3 3 5, S,
n il 2 2 2 3
819 ' f [ . .
A
Gic T R o

didie mat (GrRe fefb) || 18




fil3Q | AT | s

b q T 2) 5
) G z 0 z
el s) Ell El 31
g & A a &
< () g G T
& & ] ] v
d ) 5] Y T
b 4 v * q
g b3 g H H
) ) & 5 e
q 3 o El q
¥ 13 é 4 fi
€ E [ 5

(& 4 ) &

giéle M (Gfagr fefb) || 1




GlE aeedal P13 bl 24MME 9623 GIAPl fefb 'diele mal' gz

aqffik 9623

2%fM% 9643

faele sl 56MGI

6l SIlEfs F19R6 &Ga
felElE AP bIBXI AleeE
farize 2pfze 23 &
SERAl elIsle?

213 L LIERET ei3sler
7e sifficde

G121 1693 gace

G121 1692 L32527

Al
et

8643 A Ziewéil 3l a3V

56612 bb& bbbb
PIEG-PIEE ARAIG A:Lﬁ(i:é’%
b6 ZIALIS! 23 & bbe-bb6

~ Y

| faze &%

ame, &T §492 Al

1312 eIkl 2%ia ie et
ZIDREIRL, dlel, FibiP 6l 1Gele A

HleefGe?, RPN wle g

T

)

)1“) ",

didie mat GfRel fefb) || 11



ST IRDBET hl WiedT HiddT eaarTRT foifd

JafaT JREsr

CEIRERitECH

& o WRfFEta

I FrSeTh SR TG
EREEGRERUIRICYES
fiefie fefe o er: @
TSI AT

ST: I ARepASAT AT:h AT
3 g

Hrere fhasr Hgeul

rsls fordel eys?

TRE3T T TSSTA TS AT TT3TeT

CAGIEG] Il%TtJ,\‘SdOI"I NI Fﬂi’r
TIQSTA AT, ATAT, ST A TEdw
BeA Y, TSN ST I8

~ ~

el mat (6fael fefb) |l 11



-~

-
I

Sl o]

Ugett arfier

EESICIGIRR )

cr 3Aer ot

ST & RIS & IHSA-IHAT U H
TR H THE @ AT
T I ST R

EEERIEIE )
oferdt &7 faReT?

IR H AT

AR TYTSY R 36

FAR H SR Iod! ASrdt

et STl fevmer ur &

3R AR 714, 9, g6 a9
BERERS ISR

AT, SRAT 3R Al &

BT AT S DA TR

3 AT SETH
Hia T sre@ oy st
T T, AT T TE STTet J1

didie mat Gfae fem) || 12

[a

ohET S WISAT ShiddT feal H (3FJdTe: A

AT)



Rose Kerketta's Kharia poem in English (Translation: AKP)

First Rain

In the very first rain,

The river swelled

And the fish like mermaids
In the rising surging water
Rose towards the heights
They danced

Sparkled in the light

Have you seen?

The dance of the fish,

The swaying of the fish?

In the rain

the fields and ditches

Overflowed with a 'splish-splash’

The fish rising in a line

Spread out in the shallow water,

And the cruel humans

young, old and children, all

Came out with nets

They covered the streams, waterfalls and rivers
like death.

Those fearless fish,

Playing with death,

Were trapped, were caught,
In the nets.
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5 SIAT & ST ST 1T & AT ITHUSA o R Y X &
AT e IR TY| FTHYSA o §T0 T T &R @TAT-UTdT &1 4TI AAfe
AT & T R TEATd-RaerTd Ue av o 3fex =R @ret! &1 Tl oy e
IR ATY, HIF-9TA T & TehR HAT Ul a1 IR 1Y, varg-a7e O
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H 8T 31| ‘E837 3T H dT GX U AT &9 &I foHT gAY & 37|
oY ToAT et STre &F ST =mfey, QT S faer @fear & &
TEY 1 oTroT-3rf oft 1€ &Y 1 Y SERT S[UST AT R SRa-ehiel U &Y
7| T9aTE & AT W W T R SHTST 2 &1 17| ol H HT g T

37 ST G 3R oft & | T et o AT ofy A AL A IR
TqerTe &, fos I off W 71Ta & &7 90§ ST, 9 gHR F8T IR-9R
W 7T &, T o1 89 Tep R T 781 SITa?” 9y &1 &t 9 Ueh df
et s11 ® Q) T o avg ufca, waett dl dea oiTdl 8, a9 &
ST ST & ST 9T ATAId T TR 3T I TQ| 974 Adad & &
T AT & 7T HT9 & Hel- J & @Tofl &1 737| I G 99 Hg @iet
@eT & ATl T auTeat ol e B € an feaard 3 o

It & 1 faTe E-RM &R AT & ST TUA garl ofie-
AT AT ToaT T uie g3, Tl ol T8l 3TT1 3fed WR-aR bl =T Y
ToheiT-Tehafl 1 ehT| Tdq STeehier SRIqE ! Teball 7 el Tob 37 T T
I ggT et fosdit ¥ heT I IRET & BT T 7 @ o 39 |
AT SR IS fram| gk ¥ WIFAaTe | bl [Rihrad bl S QT
GHHY SE-Ped DI THA B H o1 R, WIS UTHT H §8 TAT| F Gal &
T, 1 foaTer =1 ST &) goTT o WR &1 dvreTedt H S sfer-gr-3ie
SKERCH

SRYT Rt off 3R 1 H off Fgor off| 17 i &7 918 AR
AT el FRd | ST €6 A ol o 7Tia o Rigrep ¥ 3 5gd
BT I TET I, W ST &Y 7Eh| a1e 7 Rieres 7 3qeb A AT
3BT I T T hl| e S8 AT T TR I 2|

YT DI A & IGhT UTd TG HT IR g1l dR-TTHR
3TR GRITeT TG AT I | WATeh sRAT ! HTH ¢ & faaTe ¥ g:@l &
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TS| -9 SHR-TTR GId-THherd geagH orffl, “gaqd faarg o= #
3T QT TR &1 &7 STAT, BH AT SR1G 81 7TQ1” Tl SRT i qeiard fors
ST, a9 off I AR &l AT oAT1 G & 98 ok | e, T
AT AT &Y, “eR A8 I g s g, 319 @ | feorad & A1 Tel Sawdr
2, IR S W R WX Ug T Ut & TR AT oled &t 7 dedT 8 §AIR
ST H YT T SraT o971 YT R o7 3 T S

AT SRYT F ATH-TGR T 98 a o ol T & T, |
3= UG T X ohT| ATHTS STT-TT4T Jach AT &R chl T & feR-2l-
3{e YT NI T T STd Frieh fex-l-3ieg A Iaar| AR faare &
ST & AT YLTd AU + 88 e @e Udhe & fos o 3o & 72l
T 2T h1E car el &

Tgd T 3T IHh AT W, b Teb fed T &1 &, I
A T AU Gl o Tl YA &= T, STel & g aToT et
3ITAT| i@t T IR Ger T8, BTY-TR WU & Y T AL, Hoheh-
e A | al-d1 el qep ST-UTT bl T3 T el |

RAT o A1 oY A1 FeaT-FReetr o= A1 TR-TReT o TS|
ag AR gt 3R dierd! ST, “er qeTe o J T faarg fear i
Se...| A Tohe 718 & O H U TT? R fory ant g 7 ST @ e
off, ST 2ad faarg fandT? gt ol Sci-a8T ol Jal AT gH- oIS e
HET T HT AT BT 81 AR G Fear ol aReT F AH-HGR DT qar
AT ITEN| ATA-1TS TR BT T g8 SToR &l TS| Y HTE IT 5T 3aAT
T gHeT H | ST UTST 3Rg] & T8 Al 98 Ueh f& e & a8 A&
e TEl

AR 6! TR 3t 72l o R A T© IT7EN | IR IS eal el
ofT, sqTery foh T aTaT o ot Tl & &1 &1 7o oft ST 77 & 3ffae
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AT STUAT G o oTiT| TiTa ol eford ! & STt et gt diR-4R
TE STUT STAT I b & o1 T et 31kt B 3y faarfea afeat
T @R ITUAT G ITe T SR 1Y q&T et o) AfehT I AT &b
IR 6l B B 74T TG 3T R bt IROTT [Heft| Ferfd ag e &
T et oY o 3 5o oo, ey o ag rur afier o e o ol
g% €6 A1 oY, Sl 39 Sita- H S Sredl-areft 3T A7) aheft-awodt
I, ott, uferat ok SramT ot S 39k 7 7 oft ol ot aread
U ohl IETH T STIIG & ST, a9 a8 GeRTa I Uedi| 3Tl AT o
ST oY 3 3fgm A

AT A DI 0167 W de gQ HHI-FHHT i dodl, “fdT &1
T ITHIR el TAT STI3H T HeAT| el qh SAhet| Sof @riT?”

T STd G ST R o g STredt| IRy 3R ey iemme
ATl SR H g TY-R ARl W I qged! eAareT dig Tel Her
FHIRT HIE BT, ST I AT fe@TdT! JaraedT, 39 R [dear sfia! go
€ TE, B df qaed! a1l 979 ST6 qe UTHT &l A TohaT &, AT &,
TR TS FTCT TET UTAT T S1¢T ¢ ST 81 SRAT 3T §rer oY ge 7

T UETS & IF UR TR CIeAT 81 ¥ ST o &g UIqd A
UEIE W geax UTg THT| UEIS i aiTs H aRyT 4 3T FATI RAT 7 58
A I e 3 IR fegm) fox ar AT & geATepld Siiret H & g
M| I ST o, ahal ST ToharT &X deh aTd ahed, Tohelt &t gt el
oo SRYT §8 TR F 917 HaRA, I T 3R AT FUS TgA

Sl

Ueh & AT SiTTeT & STWhT T 7T B G199 oter| o ar ')
R & §7-Ta H BT I AT T
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b §1G [ohaT ek o o TRaTdl &l UdT IoAT Toh sRAT W
R AE 2l i ¥ uRRIAt & S wETRt g8 it ¥ oo, et A g
el dTe TeAT & a1a AT 73T fobs &g dieqe T IHTa 3R =T |

TGS ST & TG 719 & ol A [0 ST al, ST Sl
Th-GER I THE et & A7 I AT AT AR A7) IR & "Raredt A
TSI T DTl PIA-GART TSh! bl k@ GAT W &R ATT-STHT AT |
IS T T AT SooT? R T W1 & Tog Hg WhIe T 21 31T gl
AT TSN T ST Tt T

~ ~
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Rose Kerketta's Kharia poem in English (Translation: AKP)

Bertha's Wedding

The tall trees of the forest, like the Sal, Asan, and Kesel,
had just begun to sprout new leaves. As evening fell in the
jungles, fires were lit. The dry leaves would burn throughout
the night, bathing the entire forest in light. During the spring
season, young men and women of the village would gather on
the hillsides as soon as morning arrived. The hills were
covered in "Sabai grass." Partridges, quails, and peacocks would
hide in the grass before anyone could catch them. Children,
young adults, and the elderly would all climb the hills under
the pretext of collecting and eating Chironji nuts, figs, and
berries. The entire forest would come alive with the sounds of
laughter, songs, and the melody of flutes. Only in the forest
could one truly express their emotions freely. It was during
those days that people had newly embraced Christianity. The
songs and dances passed down from their ancestors were their
only means of entertainment. However, the new teachers and
preachers who had come from Sonpur and Nagpur forbade
them from singing and dancing their traditional songs.
Therefore, they could only sing and dance for a short time at
night. So, people eagerly awaited the dry season to enter the
forests. There was no place better than the forest to express
their feelings and experiences freely. On one such pleasant
spring day, as people descended from the hill, they heard a
song. Many young women at the foot of the hill heard the song.
The lyrics of the song were:
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"The charming young man sings on the hilltop (listen)

The abandoned woman peers through the darkness of
the night.”"

The melody of the song dissolved sweetness into the
ears of the listeners. The hearts of the carefree young women
fluttered, and they began to hum the tune. The young men,
too, became excited. In truth, the melody of the Khardia Padu
(a song sung in a specific tune) is so enchanting that for a
while, one forgets their sorrows. In that very moment, a song
echoed from the other side of the hill:

"How long, young man, will you remain youthful?
Your beard and mustache will grow.
I will wait for you."

The song, carried by the wind, reached from the
foothills to the mountaintop.

Everyone recognized the voice of Dandu Paulus. A stir
arose among the young women. Bertha felt an extra tickle in
her heart. Her heartbeat quickened. She became eager to catch
at least a glimpse of Dandu Paulus and speak to him. She was
caught in a dilemma of whether to meet him or return.

Bertha's name before converting to Christianity was
Somari, so people called her both Bertha and Somari. Bertha
Somari was the daughter of Dadhu Matias of Biru Tola. She
was as skilled in her work as she was beautiful to behold.
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Bertha's marriage was arranged in Rampur Daranga Tola. It
was the first Christian wedding in the village. Before that,
traditional Sarnas (Sarna religion weddings) used to take place.
With the adoption of Christianity, the practice of serving meat
and rice at weddings also began. There were numerous Vvisits
to the groom's house under the pretext of various customs and
traditions, such as inspecting the house, land, offering tobacco,
examining the dowry, bringing the dowry, and performing the
Dand Oeng ritual.

Such customs did not exist before.

The people of Biru Tola visited Rijha Samuel's house in
Daranga Tola multiple times, following the new customs.
Samuel's father, Juel, had a prosperous household. However,
within a year, the house was emptied due to the constant
feasting in the name of tradition. Every time the guests
arrived, they had to be served meat and rice. Each visit
consisted of no less than fifty to sixty people. During the "Dand
Oeng" ritual, a full one hundred and twenty people arrived
uninvited. The Khardia people did not have the notion that
one should not go anywhere without an invitation. They also
had no sense of shame or embarrassment. So, poor Juel
became exhausted trying to fulfill all the customary
obligations. All the grains in the house were depleted in the
name of the wedding. He even fell into debt.

Now, let's look at the other side. The people of Daranga
Tola were no less. They decided that the entire village would
join the wedding procession, saying, "They have eaten at our
place multiple times, so shouldn't we go even once?" So, one
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hundred and eighty people from Daranga Tola went to the
wedding. Just as locusts devour leaves and crops, the people of
Daranga Tola consumed all of Dadhu Matias's food. Dadhu
Matias's house was completely emptied. It became empty in
the month of Magh itself. The entire year ahead seemed
daunting. Both fathers-in-law began to see stars in broad
daylight.

In a way, the wedding was completed amidst laughter,
joy, and dancing. Some liked the feast, some didn't. A few
people even praised the good family and groom. However,
most were dissatisfied. Someone complained about receiving
only a bone, another about getting only soup. One person said
they went back home to eat. Another complained about the
servers. The poor fathers-in-law tried their best to please their
relatives and guests, but it all went in vain. Neither God was
pleased, nor was the beloved satisfied. The only outcome was
that both families, struggling with financial hardship, started
to burn with resentment.

Bertha was gentle and skilled in her work. People used
to say she brought honor to the village. She was so strong in
character that even the village teacher tried to tempt her, but
Bertha did not waver. Later, the teacher didn't dare to look her
in the eye. Everyone praised her character.

Like Bertha, her husband Samuel was also of good
character. He was patient, serious, and gentle. However,
Bertha's mother-in-law became unhappy with her son's
marriage. She would grumble as she moved around the house,
"By marrying her, [ have ruined my entire household. We are
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doomed." Even when Bertha fell ill, she couldn't rest. As soon
as she lay down on the bed, her mother-in-law would start
nagging, 'l brought a daughter-in-law who has destroyed our
home, and now look, she doesn't get out of bed. All the work
falls on my head. Who knows how long she wants to lie down!
In our time, things weren't like this. If we had done this, would
we be seeing such days?"

Poor Bertha tried everything to please her in-laws but
couldn't. Samuel was a simple young man. He started to feel
disheartened by the situation at home. Hearing his mother's
words, he would cry silently. Finally, about two months after
the wedding, Samuel took to his bed and never got up again.
There is no cure for worry.

A lot of money was spent on his treatment, but one
day, around the time the rooster crowed, Samuel departed for
a place from which no one returns. The light in his eyes went
out, and his limbs became lifeless. Bertha cried, sobbed
uncontrollably. For two or three days, she didn't even touch
food or water.

Bertha's mother-in-law also cried. She wailed,
screamed, and thundered with grief. She beat her head and
lamented, "I ruined your marriage, my son.. What planetary
alignment did you fall under? Was the whole world on fire for
you that you married her? You brought someone else's
daughter and sister here and left us." There is a limit to
endurance. Even after enduring all the sorrows, Bertha wanted
to serve her in-laws. But she became worn out by the taunts,
insults, and hardships. She spent nine months in this state at

didie mat (GRel fel) || 1t



her in-laws' house. When the pain became unbearable, she
returned to her parents’ home one day under the pretext of
going to the market.

Her parents' financial situation was not good. There
was nothing in the house. No one would lend them money
because they were not in a position to repay. Still, Bertha
began to forget her sorrow under her mother's care. She would
talk to her friends in the village and laugh. Gradually, she
started to free herself from her grief. But sometimes, when she
was alone and saw her married friends, she would remember
her sorrow and shed tears. However, she found inspiration to
start a new life in the shade of her mother's love. Although she
prayed to God for strength to protect her character, she was
still young, and spring had just arrived in her life. Sometimes,
looking at the weather, flowers, birds, and the sky, an intense
desire for companionship would awaken in her heart, and she
would become agitated and cry. Her mother's words would also
make her anxious.

Sometimes, lying in bed at night, her mother would
say, "It would be good if you could hold someone's hand and
go somewhere. How long will you sit alone?"

Hearing such words, Bertha would sink into despair.
Darkness surrounded her. She would thrash around in the
dark, but there was no one to console her. If only there were
someone to show her the way! To be young and widowed! Even
if it were a lie, someone could offer some comfort. A dam can
hold back water for as long as it can, but when it can't handle
it anymore, it breaks. Bertha's dam also broke.

~ ~
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On the other side of the Chadari hill is Tongri Tola.
Dandu Paulus of Chadari Tola climbed the hill and sang the
'Padu.’ Bertha heard him from the foothills. With great
enthusiasm, Bertha responded by singing a song. Then, their
meetings started taking place in the forest. No one knew when,
where, or for how long they talked. But Bertha started taking
great care in combing her hair, applying oil, and wearing clean
clothes.

One day, Bertha returned home quite late from the
forest. From then on, she started spending a lot of time getting
ready at home.

Then, one morning, her family discovered that Bertha
was not at home. Whispers spread among acquaintances in
the village. Some said one thing, others said another. A few
days later, it was heard that Dandu Paulus had also run away
to Assam.

After learning everything, the village elders simply
said, "If they both liked each other, they should have been
allowed to be together. Bertha's family made a big mistake.
They started demanding excessive dowry and gifts like she was
a virgin girl. Is feasting more important than honor? They
keep their mouths open, waiting for others to feed them. It's
good that she rejected these false traditions and left."
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